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Press release

Artists announced for Defining Pi; a an innovative new educational research programme using the Raspberry Pi computer
Wysing Arts Centre is collaborating with the Crucible network at the University of Cambridge on a new programme, Defining Pi, which aims to test the potential of the new Raspberry Pi computer and spread understanding in coding. 

The five artists who have been selected to work on the programme, which runs thoughout August and September, are Richard Healy, Kate Owens, Rob Smith, Chooc Ly Tan and Dan Tombs. All the artists are embarking on learning new skills in computer programming in order to enable them to make new work with the Raspberry Pi.
Rachel Drury, Defining Pi Project Manager says " The Defining Pi programme aims to give artists the opportunity to develop new coding skills and produce new work using extraordinary technology that has yet to be tested in this way. It is an experiment that seeks to explore how artists adapt to programming and how it affects their artistic practice.  We hope that the results, which will be shared online and through a series of talks and workshops in Cambridge during autumn 2013, will inspire other people of all ages to try it for themselves."
The Raspberry Pi was developed in Cambridge as a charitable, open source venture aimed at giving young people affordable equipment in which to develop computer programming skills. It has become a global phenomenon. The Raspberry Pi is providing a new generation of low cost and extremely portable equipment and alongside the computer itself a camera and sonic module have been developed.
The artists are working with the support of Dr. Sam Aaron, Research Associate at the University of Cambridge Computer Laboratory and the Raspberry Pi Foundation. All works and coding developed will be widely disseminated in order to share the experiences of the artists.

This programme is being delivered in partnership with the Raspberry Pi Foundation and with funding from Arts Council England.


Dr. Aaron will also be running a Raspberry Pi workshop during Wysing’s annual festival of art and music Space-Time as well as performing live coding with his band Meta-eX. More info on Wysing’s website http://www.wysingartscentre.org/whats_on/annual_music_festival
For press and media enquiries and to request images, please contact 

Donna Lynas, donna.lynas@wysingartscentre.org , 01954 718881 
Venue address: Wysing Arts Centre, Fox Road, Bourn, Cambridgeshire, CB23 2TX

01954 718 881

Notes for editors

CRUCIBLE  is a research network within and around the University of Cambridge. Its purpose is to encourage interdisciplinary collaboration of technologists with researchers in the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (AH&SS). The main focus of this collaboration is on design as a meeting point for widely differing research disciplines. Crucible activities include the establishment of new research programmes, training of researchers, input to policy bodies, and identification of suitable funding sources for research in interdisciplinary design. Crucible provides both a scientific and organisational framework for this research. 

WYSING ARTS CENTRE provides alternative environments and structures for artistic production, learning and discovery. Wysing’s large rural site near Cambridge comprises artists’ studios, education and new media facilities, a gallery and project spaces, a 17th century farmhouse and outdoor structures. Wysing offers a unique environment for art to be developed and presented; with an ongoing and innovative artistic programme of events, exhibitions, retreats and residencies and a unique programme for young artists. Art developed at Wysing is shown at significant venues around the world, and Wysing is part of national networks including Plus Tate, Contemporary Visual Arts Network, and Arts Council England’s National Portfolio.

ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND champions, develops and invests in artistic and cultural experiences that enrich people’s lives. We support a range of activities across the arts, museums and libraries – from theatre to digital art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to collections. Great art and culture inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves and the world around us. In short, it makes life better. Between 2010 and 2015, we will invest £1.9 billion of public money from government and an estimated £1.1 billion from the National Lottery to help create these experiences for as many people as possible across the country. www.artscouncil.org.uk
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